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Occupational National Credentialing Pathway

(CDA or CCP)
Rio Salado College (RSC) provides an educational pathway for students interested in pursuing the Child Development Associate (CDA) or the Certified Childcare Professional (CCP national credential.  Both of these national early care and education credentials are awarded by independent credentialing organizations and are not affiliated with Rio Salado College.

HOW RIO SALADO COLLEGE CAN ASSIST YOU

The Rio Salado pathway is designed to meet the CDA coursework requirement of 120 clock hours and CCP coursework requirements of 180 clock hours of formal education in early childhood education.  Completing the Rio Salado pathway meets or exceeds CDA/CCP clock hour requirements.

OUR COURSES ARE OFFERED ONLINE --- WITH WEEKLY START DATES, YEAR ROUND
	Rio Salado National Credentialing Pathway
	Clock Hours
	College Credit Hours

	CFS123 Health*
	14
	1

	CFS125 Safety*
	14
	1

	ECH271 Arranging the Environment*+
	14
	1

	ECH280 Food Experiences with Young Children*
	14
	1

	ECH282 Discipline & Guidance*+
	14
	1

	CFS285AA Family School Interaction: Preschool*+
	14
	1

	CFS176 Child Development*
	42
	3

	ECH236 Learning Materials for Young Children*+
	14
	1

	ECH270 Observing Young Children*+
	14
	1

	CFS269 Child Care Seminar*
	14
	1

	FCS260 Internship*
	14
	1
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+ These specific courses above have been developed in collaboration with KCET/Los Angeles and ASSET-Eight/AZ Public Television.  Content within these courses utilize material from A Place of Our Own Los Niños en Su Casa website (www.aplaceofourown.org).  Lessons in these courses are based upon a variety of A Place of Our Own workshops and website URLs.  As an enrichment opportunity, students will be asked to explore A Place of Our Own’s extensive collection of valuable and developmentally appropriate tools, discussion boards, videos, activities and printable materials.  
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Major funding for A Place of Our Own/Los Niños en Su Casa is provided by BP, First 5 California, and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. A Place of Our Own/Los Niños en Su Casa is a production of KCET/Los Angeles in association with Sesame Workshop and 44 Blue Productions, Inc.
VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.riosalado.edu/earlychildhood,                                                                                    email us at early.childhood@riosaldo.edu                                                                                                                               or call us at 480-517-8106
The Occupational National Credentialing Pathway is designed specifically for early care & education employers to meet their staffing requirements.  A grade of “C” or above is required for ALL courses.  

Program Standards:

· Many of the early childhood courses in this degree pathway require field experiences, practicum experiences, observations or internships.  Students must be in compliance with applicable state fingerprinting/clearance regulations for child care licensure, public school settings or Head Start.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain this clearance.  AZ students, for more information, visit http://www.recordgone.com/articles/Arizona-fingerprint-clearance-card.htm and http://www.azdhs.gov/als/forms/ccgh3.pdf 
· Copies of required fingerprint/clearance cards MUST be submitted to the Early Childhood Program via fax at 480-377-4710 or via mail:  Early Childhood Program, 3rd Floor, Rio Salado College, 2323 W. 14th Street, Tempe, AZ  85281.
*Specific courses can be used to pursue early learning and development degrees and certificates at Rio Salado College.  
Course Work Description

	Course
	Course Description

	CFS123 Health & Nutrition*
	Creating and maintaining healthy environments and practices in programs serving young children. Emphasis on assessing the child's health status, nutrition and food service, communicable disease recognition, transmission, and prevention, infection control, regulations and regulatory agencies, current topics, resources, and innovative practices.  Prerequisites: None.

	CFS125 Safety*
	Fundamental concepts of promoting a safe, but challenging learning environments. Establishing and maintaining safety procedures in the early childhood setting. Emphasis on indoor and outdoor equipment and activities, risk analysis, accident, evacuation, and emergency plans, regulations, regulatory agencies and resources, current topics, and innovative practices.  Prerequisites: None.

	ECH271 Arranging the Environment*+
	Exploration of the influence of the environment on the behavior of young children. Indoor and outdoor spaces considered and analysis of environments practiced. Prerequisites: None.

	ECH280 Food Experiences with Young Children*
	A discussion of the nutritional needs of young children and the cultural and social meanings of foods, feeding and eating. Includes planning and managing food experiences in home and group settings. Prerequisites: None.

	ECH282 Discipline & Guidance*+
	Exploration of techniques for guiding children in groups with focus on individual child and adult needs for a disciplined environment. Prerequisites: None.

	CFS285AA Family School Interaction: Preschool*+
	Interaction among parents, teachers and the preschool. Emphasis on methods used cooperatively by parents and preschool teachers to provide for education and developmental needs.  Prerequisites: CFS/ECH176 

	CFS176 Child Development*
	Study of the science of human development from conception through adolescence. Includes observation skills, parent and adult roles in the lives of children, and contemporary issues. Prerequisites: None

	ECH236 Learning Materials for Young Children*+
	Design aspects of traditional early childhood play materials examined for teaching/learning potential. Includes design, production, and field-testing of teacher-made devices. Prerequisites: None.

	ECH270 Observing Young Children*
	Introduction to techniques of observing young children. Recording methods, interpretation and use of collected information including legal and ethical implications. Prerequisites: None.

	CFS269 Child Care Seminar*
	Emphasizes the blend of job-related activities including career exploration, employment procedures, human relations, and on-the-job issues. Prerequisites: Departmental approval.

	FCS260 Internship*
	Work experience in community-based, family-focused service and/or educational organizations. 80 hours of designated work per credit. Prerequisites: Permission of department.
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